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2001, attacks, the governor’s role as crisis manager 
has also become increasingly important.38 How a 
governor handles crises increasingly corresponds 
with his or her degree of constituent support. 
For instance, most Texans had a positive view of 
Governor Perry’s handling of Hurricane Katrina. 
Perry’s policies were generous to evacuees 
(offering temporary housing and opening Texas’s 
public schools to them) and also fiercely protective 
of Texas (obtaining reimbursement from the 
federal government for the costs). Indeed, in a poll 
taken in the months following Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, Perry’s approval rating increased by ten 
percentage points, and Texans polled indicated 
that “they felt like [Perry] was compassionate for 
those who were displaced and that he fought to 
make sure Texas did not get stuck for the cost.”39 
Similarly, massive flooding across the state in 2016 

gave the governor national attention. But although these highly visible ceremonial and 
crisis manager roles can be critical sources of power, particularly for a charismatic 
governor, traditional sources of power for the governor continue to revolve around his 
or her executive and legislative roles.

Military Roles

Finally, the governor of Texas is commander in chief of the Texas National Guard 
and the Texas State Guard. The governor appoints the adjutant general to command 
these units. The Texas National Guard remains under the governor’s control unless it 
is being used for national service. Many members of the Texas National Guard have 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan recently under the direction of the president. If the 
Texas National Guard is unavailable, the Texas State Guard can be called into action for 
state emergencies, as it was during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Perry recently called 
up Texas National Guard troops to control the influx of undocumented children at the 
Texas border, at an estimated cost of $12 billion a month. In December 2015 Governor 
Abbott extended the stay of the Texas National Guard at the border by twelve months.

In 2006, the U.S. Congress restricted a governor’s power over National Guard 
troops during natural disasters. During the chaos following Hurricane Katrina, 
President George W. Bush sought federal control over guardsmen in Louisiana, but 
Louisiana governor Kathleen Blanco refused to hand over power.40 Prior to 2006, 
governors had sole control of the National Guard during a crisis within their state, 
though the president could take command of the guard for national service and 
domestically in times of insurrection. After Hurricane Katrina, Congress expanded 
the president’s domestic power and now allows the president to take control of troops 
during “natural disaster, epidemic, or other serious public health emergency, terrorist 
attack or incident” if the president determines that state authorities “are incapable of 
maintaining public order.”41 Not surprisingly, all fifty state governors objected to this 
expansion of federal power.

Crisis manager
the responsibility to act as a 
policymaker, coordinator of 
resources, and point person in 
the wake of natural and man-
made disasters

One of the governor’s roles is that of crisis manager. During his time 
in office, Rick Perry oversaw many crises in the state, including a plant 
explosion in West, Texas, in 2013 that killed fifteen people.
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	 Perry Acting in Time 
of Crisis


